

AS THE SUN waits not for prayers and 
incantations to be prevailed on to rise, 
but immediately shines forth, and is re¬ 
ceived with universal salutation; so 
neither do you wait for applause and 
shouts and praises in order to do good, 
but be a voluntary benefactor, and you 
will be beloved like the sun. 

- Epictetus - 

Since the last Bulletin, we have had a 
flood of pleasant visits - such a good 
feeling to know and feel that others care 
and remember and take the trouble to say 
it often. It is always a special joy when 
BONNIE MATHIS stops in - never in a hurry 
to leave - relaxed and chatty, charming 
and a beautiful person. She never fails us. 
We had just recently watched some movies 
of "Ballade" when who should walk in but 
KAREN ROSE SEKAFETZ. At the time the 
movie was taken, Karen was a plump, lus¬ 
cious dancer - now a slimlovely mother and 
back teaching dance in Attumwa, Iowa. In 
rapid succession came BILL GATEWOOD - now 
on tour as Company Manager for the Peruvian 
Ballet, playing at the Auditorium - 
FRUMETH SIEGEL, now a full-piedged lawyer 
in Flint, Michigan - a phone call from 
O'Hare, from JACK TYGETT, who was holding 
auditions for a Centennial Pagent when 
PEGGY LYMAN with the Martha Graham Company. 
This was our tragedy of the year, not be¬ 
ing able to see her perform in that com¬ 
pany because our own dates conflicted. 

One cannot doubt her success when we hear 
that she dances two of Graham's solo 
dances - "Frontier" and "Lamentation" - 
both landmarks in Graham's career and an 
honor for any young dancer to dance. 

Peggy remains the same friendly and 
thoughtful girl she always was, asking 
about other students' fortunes and mis¬ 
fortunes. She was only a summer student, 
coming from MYRL LAURENCE'S in Cincinnati, 
but now more faithful than many students 
who were here the year round. When one 


takes the time to write - this is also 
special. JIM SHANNON, now in London, re¬ 
cently married an English actress and is 
busy performing and writing. RANDY SCHULTZ 
GARNER, along with CATHY HAAS, is setting 
up a dance program for an Arts and Music 
camp in Dallas, Texas. BUD TYGETT is re¬ 
laxing after another hectic year of Ballet 
Guild performances in Huntsville, Alabama. 
LYNN ZIOLKA wrote a beautiful letter for a 
15 year old about his activities in music 
and drama and how he misses dance. We 
were very sorry when he moved to Phoenix 
and hoped he would continue with KELLY 
BROWN. He still intends to. 

LINDA ERTON turns up as president of 
the Orchesis at Northwestern University. 

Here at home, KATHERINE ARENS was the re¬ 
cipient of many University scholarships 
and has accepted Stanford with a $7500 a 
year pledge. LYNN ARMENTROUT will be on 
scholarship for music and dance at Skid¬ 
more College. MRS. SUE GREENFIELD, once 
a contributor to the Bulletin, recently 
succiambed to cancer after an extremely game 
battle. An avid reader - less than three 
weeks ago she wrote to me - "I may not be 
cured of Lymphona Carcinoma, but I may 
earn my B.A. in Literature." Another 
oldtime friend of the Children's Civic 
Theater back in the 40's, MRS. RUTH ALBERTS, 
passed away in San Diego, California. An¬ 
other post-mortem - The Chicago Dancing 
Masters recently gave the school a placque 
for the shool's outstanding contribution 
to the World of Dance - the occasion was 
our 25th anniversary in 1966 - just nine 

years too late. It is all a part of our 
luckless ability to get any sort of publi¬ 
city. It would be most gratifying if 
someone could give a reasonable explanation 
- when that Indian at 20 North Wacker gets 
every senseless word she says published. 


******* 


































TIIE LAWSON COURSE 

How does one describe Joan Lawson? Her 
knowledge o£ dance, anatomy and the teach¬ 
ing of Classical Ballet is profound. This 
she shares in a most gracious and generous 
manner with her students. A powerhouse of 
energy, with an earthy sense of hvunor, she 
presents her work in an orderly and logical 
manner. A central idea runs through each 
class, emphasizing her points more clearly. 
It is always good to have known principles 
redefined and stresses in other words, even 
though they are part of one's knowledge. 

The main themes of her classes were stance, 
transfer of weight, the seven movements of 
dance, impetus, balance and co-ordination. 
Especially brilliant, was the lesson on 
the seven movements of dance, punctuated 
with her remarkable ability to analyze 
movement in relation to the muscle struc¬ 
ture and tendons. In many cases, she men¬ 
tions movement where one has never been 
aware of it. Her recapitulation of the 
entire course at the end was a real mas¬ 
terpiece of planning and imparting. 

On her third day, Chicago had one of 
its better blizzards, marooning Lawson in 
a cab for about three hours, going only 
to the near north side. We wondered the 
next day if there would or could be a 
class. Miss Lawson simply said - "If 
they want to be there, they will be I" Arid 
they were. The class, a group of hard 
working teachers, was very different from 
the "convention" type teacher's class, 
where the biddies sit and write. This 
pleased us because we gave up teaching 
teacher courses several years ago because 
of the sitters. Something can be learned 
by sitting - but one must also have it in 
the bones and muscles to be able to im¬ 
part it to the students effectively. 

We had hopes that more local teachers 
would participate (most of them needing 
just this sort of thing) but outside of 
those who study the year round with us, 
Chicago teachers were notably absent. 
Teachers did come from New York, Maryland, 
Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Illinois and Oklahoma - 36 strong. 


On the Sunday before the course, we 
had a reception for her in the studio. 

Vi Badolato and the mothers did a great 
job of organizing and planning it. Our 
boys and girls were all beautifully dressed 
(as we seldom see them) and acted as hosts 
and hostesses. Christine Ellis, Richard 
Ellis, Ruth Ann Koesun and John Kriza were 
among the guests. The following Sunday, 
the Ballet Guild of Chicago had a tea for 
her in the studio and she gave an impromptu 
lecture on dance, fascinating everyone there. 
This too, was a large affair but ninety per¬ 
cent SC people - where and what is the 
Ballet Guild? 

Socially, she had a whirl, living in 
the beautiful home of our friend MARY GEHR, 
making it convenient to get about the city. 
There was the Chicago Symphony, The Ameri¬ 
can Ballet Theatre and the unfortunate 
Ballet West to attend. A Ixincheon at the 
Arts Club, where she could meet the Dean 
of Chicago Dance Teachers - Edna McRae. 

Joan Stone had a dinner with some of the 
local ballet celebrities. That evening 
was one of ballet innuendo and gossip. I'm 
sure as unpleasant for Lawson as it was 
for us. On her last evening, Mary Gehr 
had a sumptuous party at her home which 
was lovely. Here we all had a chance to 
visit with McRae, whom we have not seen 
since her serious illness. It was very 
difficult to say goodbuy to Joan Lawson, 
but she left with a hearty invitation to 
come back to us again next year. 


******** 


THE SPRING CONCERTS 
May 9, 10 and 11th 

With a group overflowing with talent 
this season, we hardly needed to be bol¬ 
stered with alumni - but we had the 
chance to have them and the result was 
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a superb program. The program's Cover 
Girl, JUDITH SVALANDER, danced only in 
"Lilacs", in the part tailored for her. 

She is an excellent artist and a superb 
actress. ANNA DROGOSZEWSKA with her 
Schwarzkopf feminine charm took over 
JULIE WALDER'S part and made it her own 
property with her very special style. 

Mr. Stone's "Ballade" presented DOLORES 
LIPINSKI at her extreme best and along 
with ANNA and fledgling DIANE REILY 
were sublime in SUE BUENOD'S enchanting 
costumes. Dance-wise this was the top 
of the program. CHRISTOPHER ADAMS 
partnered LIPINSKI like an old pro in 
LARRY LONG'S "Le Plus que Lente" and 
this was a special delight on the 
program. DEAN BADOLATO, equally 
magnificant in Mr. Stone's "Gymonos", 
represented muscular splendor to 
MADELENE HARGADON'S beautiful playing 
of the Satie music. Later DEAN'S 
"Bluebird" with THERESA KIM gave 
the audience the fireworks that they 
always eat up. The use of alumni on 
a program prods the younger inex¬ 
perienced dancers who sometimes 
get too big for their britches. 

The opening "Emperor Waltz" had 
its best performance to date and in 
it were several newcomers on SC 
programs. Next year you may be seeing 
more of VICTORIA PELUCHIWSKI, SHARON 
BIRTHWRIGHT, MORAG MAC KENZIE, STACEY 
RAFENSPERGER and DEBORAH RIDLEY. The 
"Proper Playmate" introduced another 
potential young performer - PAPO 
SERRANO - a handsome boy of 14 of 
foreign pametage. He begins a 
career already as an accomplished actor, 
something other dancers work a lifetime 
to achieve. "Lilacs out of a Dea.d Land" 
to the haunting music of Hadjidakis (now 
in its third year) left the audience 
still begging for just another year. 

This year's group was probably one of 
the best so far. 

"The Mozart Variations", extremely 
difficult, displayed the real potential 
of this admirable group of young artists. 
Our last section has always been a set of 
"Divertisements" and as this section pro¬ 
gresses each number topped the preceeding 


one, beginning with the winning "Set of 
Three" and ending with the "Bavarian Brawl". 
The three boys in "Marche de Nuit", DAN 
REILY, SCOTT SCHLEXER and MATTHEW HOLLAND, 
had a rousing success with the young ladies 
in the audience. It was followed by the 
delicate and lovely dancing in the "Ballade" 
and then the knock down drag out (literally) 
"The Bavarian Brawl", demanding an encore. 

What impressed most of our friends was 
the talent coming up in the male section 
and their tremendous improvement over last 
year. SCOTT SCHLEXER did an amazing job 
of stepping into "Playmate" at the last 
moment when PAPO failed to show, he thought 
the performance was to be in the evening. 
Each boy had his success....CHRIS....DAVID.. 
MATTHEW_DAN_RANDY'S sunshine per¬ 

sonality was a great help to another 
potential talent - INES LAIMINS. 

Some excellent girls are on their way up 
and we do need them because we will be minus 
a few. DARLEEN CALLAGHAN will be on scholar 
ship at the American Ballet Theater. 

JUDITH BARDIS will be with Melissa Hayden 
at Skidmore College this summer and fall. 
NANCY GLYNN, KAMIE KINDL and TRACEY HUNTLEY 
are busy making plans. ANNETTE KUBAJAK 
will be married this June. We are grateful 
to have DIANE REILY, MARY RANDOLPH and 
STACEY RAFFENSPERGER for another year. 

I should not close without a bit of 
warning to the students and their adoring 
parents - "The true test of a performer 
"I i is in going before an audience, with no 
I friends, no relatives and no paid clack. 

If then - you have success and possibly a 
few bravos - you no doubt then deserve it. 
But - with eager friends and over ambitious 
relatives in the audience - think twice - 
your success may be just a bubble. It is 
by no means a true test of your worth on 
stage". Our audiences are very friendly 
and demonstrative - but you will have 
others not so friendly. 


******* 
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